The burrow was dug in sandy soil. In the week prior to the discovery of the beaver there had been two days with heavy rainfall in the area with 30.8 mm and 24.6 mm of rain, respectively (data from the Norwegian Meteorological Institute).
We conclude that the combination of heavy rainfall and a sandy soil had caused the burrow to collapse, therefore causing the death of the beaver. How prevalent this cause of death is in beavers is unknown. However, we expect that more field studies using radio telemetry, in areas where beavers dig burrows, could clarify this issue. The death of a Eurasian Beaver Castor fiber caused by a collapsing burrow in southeast Norway is reported. Two days of heavy rainfall had presumably caused the burrow to collapse, suffocating the animal.
Key Words: Beaver, Castor fiber, collapsing burrow, southeast Norway. The frequency of tail injuries in a lizard or snake population was at one time considered to be a useful index of the predation pressure on that population because tail autotomy and breakage (Mendelson 1992) are thought to be important defense mechanisms (reviewed in Arnold 1988). More recently, theoretical and empirical tests of this hypothesis have led to the assertion that loss or injury of the tail may instead be related to predator inefficiency or alternative sources of mortality and that careful investigation must be undertaken to determine the mechanism behind observed injury frequencies (Schoener 1979; Medel et al. 1988 ). While such data must indeed be interpreted with caution, reporting the frequency of tail injury in study populations can be useful when combined with demographic data (Arnold 1988), for example in forming hypotheses regarding sex or size-based differences in anti-predator mechanisms (Fitch 2003) .
Several researchers have reported the frequency of tail injuries in populations of snakes. Fitch (1999) found that the frequency of tail breakage increased with the age/size of individuals in a Kansas population of Nerodia s. sipedon, the Northern Watersnake. More specifically, the frequency of female tail breakage ranged from 21.2 to 44.5%, and the frequency of male tail breakage ranged from 6.5 to 25% in increasing body size categories. Willis et al. (1982) reported that female Eastern Garter Snakes (Thamnophis sirtalis) and Northern Ribbon Snakes (Thamnophis sauritus) had a higher incidence of tail loss than males (13% versus 6%, and 12% versus 7%, respectively) and that tail loss was more prevalent in larger size classes. However, neither trend was statistically significant in populations of Butler's Garter Snake (Thamnophis butleri). Fitch (2003) found that tail breakage was more common for female T. sirtalis (16.7%) than for males (10.3%) and more common for large snakes (13.7%) than for firstyear snakes (2.42%). In general, females and larger snakes appear more likely to have broken tails.
I studied the frequency of broken tails of the 
